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August 8, 2007

VIA FEDERAL EXPRESS
Mr Vemon A. Williams
Secretary
Surface Transportation Board
1925 K. Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20423-0001

•y 1^'vV>/ fr~

Re: Surface Transportation Board Docket No. AB-6 (Sub No. 456X);
The BNSF Railway Company Abandonment of Riverside, California

Dear Secretary Williams:

Enclosed for filing in the referenced docket arc the original and ten copies of The
Burlington Northern and Santa Fe Railway Company's Notice of Exemption, and a check
for S3.200.00. covering the filing fee.

Please acknowledge receipt of this material by date stamping the enclosed copy of this
letter and returning it to me in the enclosed self-addressed stamped envelope

The environmental and historic reports have been forwarded to the responsible agencies
and copies have been directed to the Section of Environmental Analysis. The Notice of
Exemption includes a certificate of notice upon various interested state and federal
authorities (the U. S. Department of the Interior - National Park Service, Recreation and
Conservation Assistance Program, the U. S Department of the Interior - National Park
Service, Land Resource Division; the Department of Defense, Military Traffic
Management Command; the California Public Utilities Commission; the California
Department of Transportation, and the Chief of Forest Service, U. S. Department of
Agriculture)

Sincerely,

Brian Nettles
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SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD TRANSPORTATION BOARD

Abandonment of a line of Railroad NOTICE OF
Between BNSF ES 0 + 00 and Docket No.
ES 26 + 35 in Riverside, Riverside County, (Sub-No. 456X*)
California <-7

.' - j

TO THE SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD-
\^

BNSF Railway Company (BNSF) hereby notifies the Board that it intends to'atiandon*

line of railroad between ES 0 + 00 to ES 26 + 35 in Riverside, California, pursuant to the

Board's Exemption of Out of Service Rail Lines, 49 C.F.R. § 1 152.50. A portion of the

trackage for this proposed abandonment has been mistakenly removed by a contractor for

the city of Riverside and if the abandonment is not approved, the track will be restored by

BNSF at the city's expense. In support of the Notice, respectfully provides the following

information:

I. Proposed consummation date for the abandonment. i ,-, q •
October 1,2007 ( , .

TRANSPOKTASs^l'
II Certification required in 49 C.F R. § 1 1 52 50(b)

The attached Certification of Michael Smith certifies that no

formal complaint filed by a user of rail service on this line (or a state or

,9 A^ local government entity acting on behalf of such user) regarding cessation

A of service over the line is pending with the Board or any U.S. District

Court or has been decided in favor oi a complainant within the last two

years. The attached Verification of Susan Odom certifies that no local



traffic has moved over this line for at least two (2) years and there is no

overhead traffic to be rerouted.

III. Information required by C.F.R. § 1152.22(a)( 1 -4), (7), (8) and (c)(4).

(a) General

(1) Exact name of Applicant.

BNSF Railway Company

(2) Whether applicant is a common carrier by railroad subject

to 49 U.S C. Subtitle IV, Chapter 105.

Applicant is a common carrier by railroad subject to

49 U S.C. Subtitle IV, Chapter 105

(3) Relief sought

BNSF seeks an exemption from Surface Transportation

Board approval authorizing the abandonment and

discontinuance of service of the Riverside, California line

specified above.

(4) Detailed map of the subject line.

See Exhibit A.

(5) Name, title and address of representative of applicant to

whom correspondence should be sent.

Michael Smith
Frceborn & Peters
311 S. Wackcr Dr., Suite 3000
Chicago, IL 60606-6677

(6) List of all United State Postal Service ZIP Codes that the

line traverses.



The Riverside, California line traverses United

States Postal Service Zip code 92504

(7) Statement of whether the properties proposed to be

abandoned are suitable for other public purposes, including

roads or highways, other forms of mass transportation,

conservation, energy production or transmission or

recreation. If the applicant is aware of any restriction on the

title to the property, including any reversionary interest,

which would affect the transfer of title or the use of

property for other than rail purposes, this shall be disclosed.

The right of way may be suitable for use for other

public purposes such as a trail. On part of the properties

involved, title considerations may affect the conveyance of

the land for use other than railroad purposes Based on

information in our possession, the line does not contain

federally granted rights-of-way. Any documentation in the

railroad's possession will be made available promptly to

those requesting it.

IV. Level of protection.

The interest of railroad employees will be protected by the

conditions imposed in Oregon Short Line RR Co. - Abandonment -

Goshcn,360I.C.C.91(1979)



V Certification that the notice requirements of §§ 1152.50(d)(l) and

1105 11 have been met is attached.

Respectfully submitted,

Michael Smith
Freebom & Peters
311 S.WackerDr Suite 3000
Chicago, Illinois 60606-6677
Phone:(312)360-6724
Fax (312)360-6598

Date- August 8,2007



VERIFICATION

STATE OF TEXAS )
)ss

COUNTY OF TARRANT )

Susan Odom makes oath and says she is Manager, Network Strategy in the

Network Development department of BNSF Railway Company; that she has been

authorized by the Applicant to verify and file with the Surface Transportation Board the

foregoing Notice of Exemption in AB-6 (Sub-No. 456X); that she affirms that the line

has had no local traffic in the prior two (2) years and that there is no overhead traffic to

be rerouted; that she has carefully examined all of the statements in the Notice; that she

has knowledge of the facts and matters relied upon in the Notice; and that all

representations set forth therein arc true and correct to the best of her knowledge,

information, and belief.

Odom
Manager, Network Strategy

Subscribed and sworn to before me theocSaay of *Jt*h , 2007

JML0IE.WMTERMUTE
Notary MMte

•T ATE OF TEXAS

**••. b».04/04J200« Notary Public



BNSF RAILWAY COMPANY
NO. AB-6 (Sub No 456X )

CERTIFICATION

I hereby certify that (1) no formal complaint filed by a user of rail service on this line (or

a state or local government entity acting on behalf of such user) regarding cessation of

service over the line is pending with the Board or any U.S. District Court or has been

decided in favor of a complainant within the last two (2) years; (2) service of notice upon

the U.S. Department of the Interior, National Park Service, Recreation Park Service,

Land Resource Division; the Department of Defense, Military Traffic Management

Command; the California Public Utilities Commission; the California Department of

Transportation; the Chief Projects Analyst at the Office of Planning and Research; and

the Chief Forest Service, U.S. Department of Agriculture was accomplished by mailing a

copy thereof on July 10, 2007, (3) the environmental and historic reports were serviced

upon the agencies identified in 49 C F.R. § 1105.7(b) and the State Historic Preservation

Offices on July 10,2007; (4) service of notice upon the State Clearinghouses was

accomplished by mailing a copy thereof on July 10,2007; and (5) the publication

requirements of 49 C.F.R. § 1105 12 have been complied with, to wit: publication of

notice was accomplished on July 12,2007 in The Press-Enterprise, affidavit of

publication is attached.

Michael Smith
Freebom & Peters
311S.WackcrDr Suite 3000
Chicago, Illinois 60606-6677
Phone:(312)360-6724
Fax:(312)360-6598

Date: August 8,2007



THE PRESS-ENTERPRISE
3512 Fourteenth Street

Riverside CA 92501-3878
951-684-1200

951-368-9018 FAX

PROOF OF PUBLICATION
(2010.2015.5 C.C.P.)

Press-Enterprise

PROOF OF PUBLICATION OF

Ad Desc NOI - Abandon Rail - Riverside

I am a citizen of the United States I am over the age
of eighteen years and not a party to or interested in
the above entitled matter I am an aulhonzed repre-
sentative of THE PRESS-ENTERPRISE, a newspa-
per of general circulation, printed and published daily
in the County of Riverside, and which newspaper has
been adjudicated a newspaper of general circulation
by the Superior Court of the County of Riverside,
State of California, under date of April 25,1952, Case
Number 54446, under date of March 29,1957, Case
Number 65673 and under date of August 25, 1995,
Case Number 267864; that the notice, of which the
annexed is a printed copy, has been published in said
newspaper in accordance with the instructions of the
person(s) requesting publication, and not in any sup-
plement thereof on the following dates, to wit

07-12-07

I Certify (or declare) under penalty of penury that the
foregoing is true and correct

Date Jul 12,2007
At Riverside, California

FREEBORN & PETERS

311 S WACKER DR
SUITE 3000
CHICAGO IL 60606-6677

Ad# 8657590

PO#

Agency*

Ad Copy

NOTICE OF INTENT
TO ABANDON

The BNSF Railway Com
parry gives notice lhal on or
after August 9,2007, it intends
to file wilt) the Surface Trans-
portation Boarc Washington,
DC 20423, en abandonment
notice of exemption under 49
CFR1152SubpartF -Exempt
Abandonments permitting itie
abandonment ofordiscoritinu-
ance of service an 0.50 miles of
railroad line between railroad
mikwostES 0 + 00 and ES2A
i 35 in Riverside, California,

which line segment traverses
through United States Posta1

Zip Code 925M in R verside
County, California The pro-
ceeding Ml be docketed as
NO AB 6 [Sub-No 456X)

The Board's Section of En-
vironmental Analyses (SEA)
wfl generally prepare en Envi-
ronmental Assessment (EA),
which will nomallv be avail-
ab« 25 days after the filing of
the notice of exemption Com-
ments on environmental and
energy matters should be filed
no later than 15 days after the
EA becomes amiable to the
public and will be addressed
in a Boare decision imeresied
person! may obtain a copy of
the EA or make inquiries re-
pcrdmg erwonmental mat-
ters by writing to the Section of
Environmental Analysis, Sur-
face Transportation Board,
1925 K Street, N W, Washing-
ton, DC 20423-0001 or by call-
ing that office at 202 5«5-1538

Appropriate offers of fman
cai assistance to continue rail
service can be filed with the
Board Requests for environ-
mental conditions, public use
condriens, or ml banking/
trails use also can be filed with
the Boon! An ongmal and 10
copies of any pleading that
raises matters other than envi
ronmenlal issues (such as
trails use, public use, and of-
fers of financial assistance)
must be filed directly with the
Board1! Office of the Secre-
tary, 1925 K Street, NW*
Washington DC 20423-0001
(See *CFR 11 (Ml(a) and
1104 3(a)l, and one copy must
be served on applicants' rep-
resentative [See 49 CFR
1104l2(a)l Questions regard
ing offers of financial assis-
tance, public i.se or hulls use
may be directed to the Board's
Officeof Public 5ervicesct202-
565 1592 Copies of any com
ments or requests for condi
hons should be served on the
applttnfj representative
Michael Smith, Freedom &
Peters, 311 S Wacker Dnve,
Suite 3000, Chicago, Illinois
AOMMA77 - telephone (312)
360-6724 7/12



BEFORE THE

SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD

Abandonment of a line of Railroad
Between BNSF ES 0 + 00 and ES 26 + 35 in
Riverside, California

Docket No AB-6
(Sub-No. 456X )

ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT

The following information is submitted to the Surface Transportation Board ("Board") by

BNSF Railway Company ("BNSF") in accordance with the Board's reporting

requirements as set forth in 49 C.F.R. § 1105.7 for the purpose of assisting the Board's

preparation of an environmental document regarding BNSF's Notice of Exemption for

abandonment of its line between ES 0 + 00 to ES 26 + 35 in Riverside, Riverside County,

California, a total distance of 0.50 miles.

(1) Proposed action and Alternatives: Describe the proposed action, including
commodities transported, the planned disposition (if any) of any rail line and other
structures that may be involved, and any possible changes in current operations or
maintenance practices. Also describe any reasonable alternatives to the proposed action.
Include a readable, detailed map and drawings clearly delineating the project.

BNSF seeks to abandon and discontinue service on the line. A map of the line is

attached as Exhibit A.

(2) Transportation system: Describe the effect of the proposed action on
regional or local transportation systems and patterns. Estimate the amount of traffic
(passenger or freight) that will be diverted to other transportation systems or modes as a
result of the proposed action.

The proposed abandonment will have no affect on existing transportation systems

or patterns as the line is out of service and there is no overhead traffic to be rerouted.



O) Land Use:
(i) Based on consultation with local and/or regional planning agencies

and/or review of the official planning documents prepared by such agencies, state
whether the proposed action is consistent with existing land use plans. Descnbc
any inconsistencies.

BNSF believes the proposed exemption will not be inconsistent

with local or regional land use plans. BNSF is currently in negotiations

with the City of Riverside to purchase the right of way and the City of

Riverside has already purchased the adjacent property.

(n) Based on consultation with the U.S. Soil Conservation Service, state
the effect of the proposed action on any prime agriculture land.

BNSF believes the proposed exemption will not affect any prime

agricultural land. The Natural Resources Conservation Service was

notified by letters dated December 19,2006 and April 10,2007 but has

not yet responded. See Exhibit D.

(iii) If any action affects land or water uses within a designated coastal
zone, include the coastal zone information required by § 1105.9

N/A

(iv) If the proposed action is abandonment, state whether or not the right-
of-way is suitable for alternative public use under 49 U.S.C. § 10906 and explain
why.

BNSF does not know whether the right-of-way is suitable for

alternative public uses. The City of Riverside was notified by letters dated

December 19,2006 and April 10,2007. See Exhibit B. As of the date of

this report, the City of Riverside has not responded to that inquiry. The

Riverside County was notified by letter dated December 19,2006 and



Apnl 10,2007. Sec Exhibit C. As of the date of this report, the Riverside

County has not responded to that inquiry.

(4) Energy:

(i) Describe the effect of the proposed action on transportation of energy.

BNSF is not aware of any economically recoverable energy

resources along the line.

(ii) Describe the effect of the proposed action on recyclable commodities.

This abandonment and discontinuance will not adversely affect

movement or recovery of recyclable commodities as the line is out of

service and there is no overhead traffic to be rerouted.

(iii) State whether the proposed action will result in an increase or
decrease in overall energy efficiency and explain why.

This abandonment will not result in an increase or decrease in

overall energy efficiency as the line is out of service and there is no

overhead traffic to be rerouted.

(iv) If the proposed action will cause diversions from rail to motor carriage
of more than:

(A) 1,000 rail carloads a year, or

(B) An average of 50 rail carloads per mile per year for any part of
the affected line, quantify the resulting net change in the energy
consumption and show the data and methodology used to arnvc at the
figure given.

There will be no diversions of traffic because the line is out

of service and the overhead traffic has been re-routed.

(5) Air:
(i) If the proposed action will result in cither.



(A). An increase m rail traffic of at least 100% (measured in gross
ton miles annually) or an increase of at least eight trains a day on any
segment of the line effected by the proposed, or

No.

(B). An increase in rail yard activity of at least 100% (measured by
carload activity), or

No.

(C). An average increase m truck traffic of more than 10% of the
average daily traffic or SO vehicles a day on any affected road segment,
quantify the anticipated effect on air emissions.

The action will not involve an increase in truck traffic of

more than 10% or 50 vehicles a day on any affected road segment

as the line is out of service and there is no overhead traffic to be

rerouted.

(ii) If the proposed action affects a Class I or nonattainmcnt area under the
Clean Air Act, and will result in cither:

(A) An increase in rail traffic of at least 50% (measured in gross
ton miles annually) or an increase of at least three train a day on any
segment of rail line, or

(B) An increase in rail yard activity of at least 20% (measured by
carload activity), or

(C) An average increase in truck traffic or more than 10-% of the
average daily traffic of 50 vehicles a day on a given road segment, then
state whether any expected increased emissions are within the parameters
established by State implementation Plan. However, for a rail construction
under 49 U.S.C. § 10901 (or 49 U.S.C. § 10505) or in a case involving the
reinstitution of service over a previously abandoned line, only the three
train a day threshold in this item shall apply.



The proposed abandonment will not result in an increase of

rail or truck traffic because the line is out of service and there is no

overhead traffic to be rerouted.

(111) If the transportation of ozone depleting materials (such as nitrogen
oxide and from) is contemplated, identify: the materials and quantity; the
frequency of service; safety practices (including any speed restrictions); the
applicant's safety record (to the extent available) on derailments, accidents and
spills; contingency plans to deal with accidental spills; and the likelihood of an
accidental release of ozone depleting materials in the event of a collision or
derailment.

The proposed abandonment will not result in an increase of rail or

truck traffic because the line is out of service and there is no overhead

traffic to be rerouted.

(6) Noise: If any of the thresholds identified in item (5)(c) of this section arc
surpassed, state whether the proposed action will cause:

(i) An incremental increase in noise levels of three decibels Ldn or more,

N/A

(ii) An increase to a noise level of 76 decibels Ldn or greater. If so,
identify sensitive receptors (e.g. schools, libraries, hospitals, residences,
retirement communities and nursing homes) in the project area and quantify the
noise increase for those receptors if the thresholds are surpassed.

N/A

17) Safety:
(i) Descnbe any effects of the proposed action on public health and safety

(including vehicle delay time at railroad crossings).

This abandonment should have no adverse effect on health or

public safety. There is one public crossing and no private crossings on the

line.



During salvage operations on the line, if any may be required,

precautions will be taken to ensure public safety, and contractors will be

required to satisfy all applicable health and safety laws and regulations.

(ii) If hazardous materials arc expected to be transported, identify: the
materials and quantity; the frequency of service; whether chemicals are being
transported that, if mixed, could react to form more hazardous compounds; safety
practices (including any speed restrictions); the applicant's safety record (to the
extent available) on derailments, accidents and hazardous spills; the contingency
plans to deal with accidental spills, and the likelihood of and accidental release of
hazardous materials

Abandonment will not result in transportation of hazardous

materials.

(iii) If there are any known hazardous waste site or sites where there have
been known hazardous materials spills on the right-of-way, identify the location
of those sites and the types of hazardous matenals involved.

There is no evidence of known hazardous waste site or sites where there

have been known hazardous matenals spills on the right of way.

(8) Biological resources:
(i) Based on consultation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, state

whether the proposed action is likely to adversely affect endangered or threatened
species or areas designated as a critical habitat, and if so, describe the effects.

BNSF believes the proposed exemption will not affect endangered or

threatened species or areas designated as critical habitat. The Munz's Onion

(Allium munzii), the San Diego Ambrosia (Ambrosia pumiia), the thread-leaved

brodiaea (Brodiaeafihfolia), the slender-horned spineflower (Oodecahcma

leptoceras), the Santa Ana River woollystar (Eriastrwn densifoliwn ssp.

Santorwri), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillu extimiis\ the lest

Bell's vireo (Vireo belhi pusillus), the Stevens1 kangaroo rat (Dipodomys



Stephens?) and Delhi Sands flower-loving fly (Rhaphionndas terminates

abdominahs) are federally endangered or threatened species that may occur in the

vicinity of the proposed abandonment. Sec Exhibits E, letter from the U.S. Fish

and Wildlife Service.

(n) State whether wildlife sanctuaries or refuges, National or State parks
or forests will be affected, and describe any effects.

BNSF believes the proposed exemption will not affect wildlife sanctuaries

or refuges, National or State parks or forests. The California Department of Parks

and Recreation. See Exhibit F. The BLM has concluded that there is no federal

land or interest in land in Section 9 and that the proposed action will have no

effect on the BLM. Sec Exhibit G, letter from the Bureau of Land Management.

(9) Water:
(i) Based on consultation with State water quality officials, state whether

the proposed action is consistent with applicable Federal, State or local water
quality standards. Describe any inconsistencies.

BNSF believes that the proposed exemption will be consistent with

applicable Federal, State or local water quality standards. The California

Regional Water Quality Control Board was notified by a letter dated

December 19,2006. See Exhibit H, letter to the California Regional Water

Quality Control Board.

(ii) Based on consultation with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, state
whether permits under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (3 3 U.S.C. § 1344) are
required for the proposed action and whether any designated wetlands or 100-year
floodplains will be affected. Descnbe the effects.

A Section 404 permit is not required. See Exhibit I, letter from the

U S. Army Corps of Engineers.



BNSF believes the proposed exemption will not affect the 100-

year floodplams The City of Riverside was notified by letters dated

December 19,2006 and April 10,2007. See Exhibit J. As of the date of

this report, the City of Riverside has not responded directly to that inquiry.

(iii) State whether permits under Section 402 of the Clean Water Act (33
U.S.C. § 1344) are required for the proposed action. (Applicants should contact
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency or the state environmental protection
or equivalent agency if they are unsure whether such permits are required.

BNSF believes Section 402 permits will be required for the

proposed action. On January 8,20071 talked with Michael Roth from the

California Regional Water Quality Control Board and he stated that if the

total area of land to be disturbed in the proposed abandonment was less

than one acre, than no NPDES permit was necessary. If the total area

exceeded one acre, than an NPDES permit was necessary. The area of

proposed abandonment is approximately 52,700 square feet, which is

greater than one acre.

(10) Proposed Mitigation: Describe any actions that arc proposed to mitigate
adverse environmental impacts, indicating why the proposed mitigation is appropriate.

Any salvage operations that may result will be in accordance with BNSF's general

practice of requiring its private contractors to comply with all federal, state and local laws

and regulations pertaining to the environment, including, but not limited to noise, air

quality, water quality, and items of archaeological significance. The project itself should

mitigate the environmental effects of reinstating active rail operations.



Respectfully Submitted,

Michael Smith
Freeborn & Peters
311 S. Wacker Dr. Suite 3000
Chicago, Illinois 60606-6677
Phone-(312) 360-6724
Fax. (312) 360-6598

Date: August 8,2007



BEFORE THE

SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD

Abandonment of a line of Railroad
Between BNSF ES 0 - 00 and ES 26 + 35 in
Riverside, California

Docket No. AB-6
(Sub-No. 456X)

HTSTORTCAL REPORT

The following is submitted to the Surface Transportation Board by The BNSF

Railway Company (BNSF) in accordance with the Board's reporting requirements set

forth in 49 C.F R. § 1105.8 for the purpose of assisting the Board's environmental and

historical assessment regarding BNSF's Notice of Exemption to abandon its line of

railroad between ES. 0 + 00 to ES 26 + 35 in Riverside, Riverside County, California, a

total distance of 0 SO miles.

(1) A U.S.G.S. topographic map (or alternate map drawn to scale and sufficiently
detailed to show buildings and other structures in the vicinity of the proposed action)
showing the location of the proposed action, and the locations and approximate
dimensions of the railroad structures that are 50 years old or older and are part of the
proposed action;

One copy of a U.S.G.S. Topographical map has been provided to the California

State Office of Historic Preservation and one copy is being provided to the Surface

Transportation Board's Section of the Environmental Analysis upon filing of this Report.

(2) A written description of the right-of-way (including approximate widths, to
the extent known) and the topography and urban and/or rural characteristics of the
surrounding area:

The right of way proposed for abandonment is less than 1/2 mile in length (2635

feet) and just 20 feet in width. It is located in an urban, light industrial area of Riverside,

California, the county seat of Riverside County. Riverside's estimated population in



2003 was 281,514 residents. The surrounding elevation is fairly even at approximately

827 feet above sea level

(3) Good quality photographs (actual photographic prints, not photocopies) of
railroad structures on the property that are SO years old or older and of the immediately
surrounding area;

There arc no bridges or railroad structures that are SO years or older in the

immediate area of the abandonment.

(4) The date(s) of construction of the structures, and the date(s) and extent of any
major alterations, to the extent such information is known;

N/A

(5) A brief narrative history of earner operations in the area, and an explanation
of what, if any, changes are contemplated as a result of the proposed action:

Formerly known as the Prcnda Spur, the trackage once served a stone quarry and

several citrus packing houses. It was originally laid by Southern California Railway

Company in 1896-1898 SCR's property was sold to The Atchison, Topcka and Santa Fe

Railway Company in January 1906. ATSF merged with Burlington Northern Railroad

Company in 1996 to become The Burlington Northern and Santa Fe Railway Company,

which the name was changed to BNSF Railway Company in January 2005.

Once abandoned, the right of way will be sold to the City of Riverside for a fire

department training facility.

(6) A brief summary of documents in the carrier's possession, such as engineering
drawings, that might be useful in documenting a structure that is to be historic;

Documents in BNSF's possession concerning this abandonment may include

alignment maps showing the right-of-way and/or station maps. Such documents are too



large for practical reproduction in this report, but can be furnished upon request, if they

are available.

(7) An opinion (based on readily available information in the railroad's
possession) as to whether the site and/or structures meet the criteria for listing on the
National Register of Historic Places (36 C.F.R. § 60.4), and whether there is a likelihood
of archaeological resources or any other previously unknown historic properties in the
project area, and the basis for these opinions (including any consultations with the State
Histonc Preservation Office, local historical societies or universities);

To the best of BNSF's knowledge, the proposed abandonment should have no

appreciable effects on any known sites or properties listed, or eligible for listing m the

National Register of Historic Places. Two cultural resource studies involved a portion of

the project area, however, no cultural resources properties or possible historical structures

or features are recorded within the boundaries of the project area. See Exhibit K, Letter

from the Eastern Information Center. The Eastern Information Center further states that

the project area should be surveyed systematically by a qualified archcologist to identify

all cultural resources and provide recommendations regarding their significance and

management prior to any development of the property.

(8) A description (based on readily available information in the railroad's
possession) of any known prior subsurface ground disturbance or fill, environmental
conditions (naturally occurring or manmade) that might affect the archaeological
recovery of resources (such as swampy conditions or the presence of toxic wastes), and
the surrounding terrain

BNSF is not aware of any known prior subsurface ground disturbance or fill or

any other environmental conditions (naturally occurring or man-made) that might affect

the recovery of archaeological resources.



Respectfully submitted,

Michael Smith
Freeborn & Peters
311 S. Wacker Dr. Suite 3000
Chicago, Illinois 60606-6677
Phone:(312)360-6724
Fax:(312)360-6598

Date: August 8,2007



CERTIFICATION PURSUANT TO 49 C.F.R.1105.7(d

The BNSF Railway Company ("BNSF") by and through its authorized representative,
Michael Smith, certifies that on July 10,2007, BNSF sent copies of the foregoing
Environmental and Historical Reports by first class mail to the following agencies:

Ms. Victoria Rutson
Chief, SEA
Surface Transportation Board
1925 K Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20423-0001

Janis Calleja
Information Officer
Eastern Information Center
Department of Anthropology
University of California
Riverside, CA 92521-0418

Bureau of Land Management
California State Office
2800 Cottage Way, Suite W-1834
Sacramento, CA 95825-1886

Amelia Vailuu
City of Riverside
3900 Main Street
Riverside, CA 92522

Riverside Public Works Department
3900 Main Street
Riverside, CA 92522

Karen Goebel
Assistant Field Supervisor
United States Department of the Interior
Fish and Wildlife Services
Ecological Services
Carlsbad Fish & Wildlife Service
6010 Hidden Valley Road
Carlsbad, CA 92009

Milford Wayne Donaldson
State Historic Preservation Officer
California State Office of Historic
Preservation
1416 9th Street, Room 1442-7
Sacramento, CA 95814

California Dept. of Parks and Recreation
1416 9th Street
Sacramento, CA 95814

Riverside County Board of Supervisors
4080 Lemon Street, 12th Floor
County Executive Office
Riverside, CA 92501-3679

Frank Schiavonc
City Council Ward 4
3900 Main Street
Riverside, CA 92522

Chief, Division of Endangered Species
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
911NEllthAve
Portland, OR 97232

California Department of Fish and Game
Habitat Conservation Planning Branch
1416 Ninth Street
Sacramento, California 95814



Natural Resources Conservation Service
Indio Service Center
82-901 Bliss
Indio, CA 92201-4355

Daniel Swenson
Senior Project Manager
South Coast Branch
Regulatory Division
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
Los Angeles District
P.O. Box 532711
Los Angeles CA 90053-2325

U S. Environmental Protection Agency
Region 9
75 Hawthorne Street
San Francisco, CA, 94105

Chief Projects Analyst
Office of Planning and Research
P O. Box 3044
Sacramento. CA 95812-3044

California Public Utilities Commission
505 Van Ness Ave.
San Francisco, CA 94102-3298

Richard Snay
National Geodetic Survey
NOAA - SSMC3
1315 East-West Highway
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Natural Resources Conservation Service
Riverside Area Office
4500 Glcnwood Dr.
Riverside, CA 92501-3042

Michael Roth
California Regional Water Quality
Control Board
3737 Main Street, Suite 500
Riverside, CA 92501-3348

Chuck Bell
State Conservationist
Natural Resources Conservation Service
430 G Street, #4164
Davis, CA 95616-4164

California Environmental Protection
Agency
PO Box 2815
Sacramento, California 95812-2815

California Department of Transportation
P O. Box 942873
Sacramento, CA 94273-0001

Regional Director
National Park Service
Pacific West Region
One Jackson Center
1111 Jackson Street, Suite 700
Oakland, CA 94607



The required cover letters (pursuant to 49 C.F.R. 1105.11) are attached hereto. BNSF has
consulted with all appropriate agencies in preparing the reports.

Michael Smith
Freebom & Peters
311 S. Wacker Dr. Suite 3000
Chicago, Illinois 60606-6677
Phone:(312)360-6724
Fax. (312)360-6598
Date: August 8,2007
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Freeborn & Peters LLP

AtlOfnejstlLtw

JII Snlb Wicket Dim
Suit 3000
(bingo. Hindu
60606 W7/
1(13123606000

Hriu Ncllln
Puikgal
IhtKl3123606336
I»3I2 360 6)96

frtebuiipelcn com

CbKtpo

SptinffaM

Apnl 10,2007

Amelia Vjiluu
City of Riverside
3900 Main Street
Riverside, CA 92522

Re: The BNSF Railway Company Abandonment of Riverside, California

Dear Ms Vailuu

BNSF plans on filing with the Surface 'I ransportation Board ("STB") a Notice of
Hxcmption seeking authority to abandon railroad line between HS U + 00 and ES 26 + 35 in
Ri\CTSide, California

As part ol (he environmental report BNSI- needs to know whether or not the proposed
action is consistent with local land use plans and if there are any alternate public uses (or
the corridor such as a recreational trail

The propostd abandonment may include the removal ol the rails and tics, including any
bridges, structures and crossings. BNSI7 bids its salvage packages out to independent
contractors The winning bidder will start work with the removal of the rails and metal
parts of the track structure Next the wooden lies arc removed and separated into second
hand tic1;, landscape quality ties and scrap ties (which arc disposed of at an appropriate
site) The bridges and crossings as well as any other structures are removed last Culverts
and the iail line embankment slay mlnct so us not to altei the prevailing water flows along
the line Any bridge pilings are pulled out, cut off at ground level or broken off at or
below the mud line Steel bridges are dismantled and removed If there are concrete
abutments or piers involved, they may be left intact BNSF salvage contractors arc
required not to place fills or other material in water bodies, including inland waterways.
Contractors arc also required to limit their activities to the width of the right of way. When
the salvage process is complete, water flows in the area should not be disrupted

For your reference I have enclosed a map of the above referenced railroad line. If you
have any questions, or if you would like to discuss this matter further, please do not
hesitate to contact me at (312) 360-6336.

Thank you in advance for your cooperation



Freeborn & Peters

Amelia Viiiluu
April 10,3X17
Page 2

Sincerely,

Brian Nellies

/bn



AttorotjstlL»w

31 ISorikWKkn Drive
SoiUJOM

60606-6677
Iel3)23606«00

BiiuNtHfe

Ihtrcl 312 360 6336
hu3l23606S96

frttboHptlciuon

Ctiago

SpnagfitM

Freeborn Cr Peters LLP
December IQ, 2006

Frank Schiavonc
City Council Ward -1
3900 Main Street
Riverside, CA 92522

Re: The BNSF Railway Company Abandonment of Riverside, California

Dear Mr Schiavone

BNSF plans on filing with the Surface Transportation Board ("STD") a Notice of
Exemption seeking authority to abandon railroad line between ES 0 + 00 and IiS 26 + 35 in
Riverside, California

As part of the environmental report BNSF needs to know whether or not the proposed
action is consistent with local land use plans and if there are any alternate public uses for
the corridor such us a recreational Irail.

The proposed abandonment may include the removal of the rails and tics, including any
bridges, structures and crossings. BNSF bids its salvage packages out to independent
contractors. 'I"he winning bidder will start work with the removal of the rails and metal
parts of the track structure Next the wooden tics arc removed and separated into second
hand ties, landscape quality ties and scrap tics (which arc disposed of at an appropriate
site) The bridges and crossings as well as any other structures arc removed last. Culverts
and the rail line embankment stay mtaU so as not to alter the prevailing wulerflows along
the line Any bridge pilings are pulled out, cut off at ground level or broken ofTat or
below I he mud line Steel bridges arc dismantled and removed. If there are concrete
abutments or piers involved, they may be left intact. BNSF salvage contractors are
required not to place fills or other material in water bodies, including inland waterways
Contractors arc also required to limit their activities to the width of the right of way. When
the salvage process is complete, walerflows in the area should not be disrupted.

For your reference I have enclosed a map of the above referenced railroad line. If you
have any questions, or if you would like to discuss this matter further, please do not
hesitate to contact me at (312) 360-6336

Thank you in advance for your cooperation



Frank Schiavone
December 19,2006
Page 2

Sincerely,

Bnan Nettles

/bn
Hnclusuic

Freeborn Gr Peters LLF
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Freeborn & Peters UP

AttoraejittLnr

UlSoolhWKkrrDnn
SDilr3000
(bago. Minon
60606-6677
1(13121606000

Him Ntllhi
I'Hilrgi)
I hi (til 12 360 6336
I»3I2J606S96
barilla®
frtrbnt optimum

CbKtfO

SjaingfieU

April 10.2007

Riverside County Hoard of Supervisors
'1080 1 cmon Struct, 12th Floor
County Lxccutivc Office
RivcT3idcfCAQ250l-3679

Re: The BNSF Railway Company Abandonment of Riverside, California

Dear Sir or Mattorn.

BNSF plans on filing with the Surface Transportation Board ("STB") a Notice of
Exemption seeking authority to abandon railroad line between HS 0 + 00 and KS 26 + 35 in
Riverside. California

As part o! the environmental report HNSF needs to know whether or not the proposed
iiflion is consistent with local land use plans anil if there are any alternate public uses for
the corndor such ns a recreational trail.

'1 he proposal abandonment may include the removal ol the rails and lies, including any
bridges, structures and crossings. BNSF bids Us salvage packages out to independent
contractors. The winning bidder will start work with the removal of the rails and metal
parts of the tiack structure Next the wooden ties are removed and separated into second
hand ties, landscape quality ties and scrap ties (which are disposed of at an appropriate
site) The bridges and crossings as well as any other structures are removed last Culverts
and the rail line embankment stay mlait so as not to alter the picvjiling water flows along
Ihc line Any bridge pilings arc pulled out, cut off at ground level or broken offal or
below Ihc mud line Steel bridges arc dismantled and removed Jt there are concrete
abutments or piers involved, they may be IcA intact BNSF salvage contractors are
required not to place fills or other material in water bodies, including inland waterways
Contractors arc also required to limit their activities to the width of the right ol way. When
the salvage process is complete, water flows in the area should not be disrupted.

For your reference 1 have enclosed a map of the above referenced railroad line. If you
have any questions, or if you would like to discuss this matter further, please do not
hesitate to contact me at (312) 360-6336.

Thank you in advance for your cooperation



Freeborn Cr Peters LLP

Kivcrsulu County Board of Supervisors
April 10,2007

Sincerely.

Brian Nellies

/bn
hnclosurr
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II ISonlh Wicker Drive
Ink 3000
Jhiugo, IDiBoa
10606-6677
Tel 312 360.6000

ItiuNeUla
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DuKl 312 360 6336
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Lttctgo

Freeborn Cr Peters LLP
December] 9,2006

Riverside County Board of Supervisors
4080 Lemon Street, 12th Floor
County Executive Office
Riverside, CA 92501-3679

Re: The BNSF Railway Company Abandonment of Riverside, California

Dear Sir or Madam:

BNSF plans on filing with the Surface Transportation Board ("STB") a Notice of
Kxcmption seeking authority to abandon railroad line between ES 0 + 00 and liS 26 i- 35 in
Riverside, California.

As part of the environmental report BNSF needs to know whether or not the proposed
action is consistent with local land use plans and if there arc any alternate public uses for
the corridor such as a recreational trail.

The proposed abandonment may include the removal of the rails and ties, including any
bridges, structures and crossings. BNSF bids its salvage packages out to independent
contractors. The winning bidder will start work with the removal of the rails and metal
parts of the track structure. Next the wooden ties are removed and separated into second
hand tics, landscape quality tics and scrap ties (which arc disposed of at an appropriate
site). The bridges and crossings as well as any other structures are removed last Culverts
and the mil line embankment stay intact so as not to alter the prevailing wal onflows along
the line. Any bridge pilings arc pulled out, cut off at ground level or broken offal or
below the mud line. Steel bridges arc dismantled and removed. If there are concrete
abutments or piers involved, they may be left intact BNSF salvage contractors arc
required not to place fills or other material in water bodies, including inland waterways.
Contractors are also required to limit their activities to the width of the right of way. When
the salvage process is complete, watcrflows in the area should not be disrupted.

For your reference 1 have enclosed a map of the above referenced railroad line. If you
have any questions, or if you would like to discuss this matter further, please do not
hesitate to contact me at (312) 360-6336.

Thank you in advance for your cooperation.



Freeborn Cr Peters UP
Riverside County Board of Supervisors
December 19,2006
Page 2

Sincerely,

Brian Nettles

/bn
Fnclosurc
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Freeborn & Peters LLP

AllonrjsillMW

311 Smith WicknDiivr
Suit 3000
I bingo, lUiBOU
60606 6677
lfl3)?36Q60UD

[tniB Nellies
I'uakgal
On rel 3 U 360 6336
tai 312 360 6596

htctKHnpclnscon

Cbiago

Apnl in, 2007

Natural Resources Conservation Service
Riverside Are.) Ollicc
'ISOOlllrnwood Dr
Riverside, 0192501-30*12

Re: 'Ihe RJVSF Ratlway Company Abandonment of Riverside, California

Dear Sir or Madam

BNSI- plans on II ling with the Surface Transport;! I ion Bo.ird ("STB") a Nohcc of
I:xcmption seeking nuthonty to abandon railroad line between T$ 0 -i 00 and hS 26 I 35 in
Riverside, California

As part ol ihc environmental report BNSI7 needs to know whether or not the proposed
abniidoiimeiil will have any effect on prune agi (cultural lands

Hie proposed abandonment may include the remo\iil ot the mils .uid ties. inLludmg any
hndp.es, structures and crossings. BNSF bids its salvage packages out to independent
contractors The winning bidder will stail work wnh the removal ol the r.uls and metal
parts of the track structure Next the wooden tics arc removed and separated into second
hand tics, landscape quality ties and scrap tics (which are disposed of j| an appropriate
site). I he bridges and crossings as well as any other structures are removed last Culverts
and the rail line embankment stay intact so as not to alter the prcv.nhnp water flows along
the line Any bridge pilings are pulled out, cut off at ground level or broken oil at or
below the mud line. Steel bridges arc dismantled and removed If there are concrete
abulmuitsor picis mxolved, they may be lelt inlaU BNSI- sal vagcumtrac. tors art-
required not to place tills or other material in water bodies, including inland waterways
Contractors are also required to limit their activities to the width of the right of way When
Ihc salvage process is complete, water Hows in the area should not be disrupted

For your reference 1 have enclosed a map of the above referenced railroad line. Please
provide this information by May 10, 2007 it you have any questions, or if you would like
to discuss this matter further, please do not hesitate to contact me at (312) 360-6336.

Thank you in advance for your cooperation.



Freeborn & Peters up

Natural Resources Conservation Service
Apnl 10,2007

Sincerely,

Brian Nettles

/hn
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Freeborn Cr Peters UP
December 19,2006

Natural Resources Conservation Service
Inclio Service Center
82-901 Bliss
Indio.CA 92201-4355

Re: The BNSF Railway Company Abandonment of Riverside, California

Dear Sir or Madam

BNSI; plans on filing with the Surface Transportation Board ("STB") a Notice of
Exemption seeking authority to abandon railroad line between tiS 0 + 00 and F.S 26 t- 35 in
Riverside, California

As part of Ihc environmental report RNSF needs lo know whether or not the proposed
abandonment will have any cfleet on prime agricultural lands

'l*he proposed abandonment may include the removal of the rails and ties, including any
bridges, structures and crossings HNS I7 bids its salvage packages out to independent
contractors The winning bidder will start work with the removal of the rails and metal
parts of the track structure Next the wooden tics are removed and separated into second
hand ties, landscape quality tics and scrap lies (which are disposed of at an appropriate
site). The bridges and crossings as well as any other structures arc removed last Culverts
and the rail line embankment stay intact so as nol to alter the prevailing walcrflows along
the line. Any bridge pilings arc pulled out, cut off at ground level or broken off at or
below the mud line. Steel bridges are dismantled and removed If there are concrete
abutments or piers involved, they may be left intact. BNSF salvage contractors are
required not to place fills or other material in water bodies, including inland waterways.
Contractors are also required to limit their activities to the width of the right of way When
the salvage process is complete, waterflows in the area should not be disrupted.

For your reference I have enclosed a map of the above referenced railroad line. Please
provide this information by January 19, 2007. If you have any questions, or if you would
like to discuss this matter further, please do not hesitate to contact me at (312) 360-6336.

Thank you in advance lor your cooperation.



Freeborn Cr Peters LLP
Natural Resources Conservation Service
December 19, 2006
I'agc2

Sincerely,

Brian Nellies

/bn
hntlosurc
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United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLII-b SFKVICb

(ML_»wn
Hunri

Carhbad fish and WildliK- Offii.c
0010 Hidden Valley KiAd
farhhad. Calilurni.1'KiMl . -

In Reply Rrler lo
FWS-WRIV- 5202 I

Brian Nettles APR 1 8 2007
iTCcbom & Peters LI V
311 South Wackcr Drive
Suite 3000
Chicago, Illinois 60oOf»-6677

Subj Species l.isl for Ihc KNSI*' Railway Company, City of Riverside, Riverside County,
California

Dear Mr Nellies

I his letter is in response lo your written request, received on April 12, 2007, for infoimation on
federally endangered, threatened, proposed, and candidate species that occur in the vicinity of the
proposed railway abandonment project located south ol Interstate 91, parallel lo Jefferson
Avenue and bisecting Lincoln Avenue in the City of Riverside, Riverside County, California To
assist you in evaluating the potential occurrence of federally lifted endangered, threatened,
proposed, and candidate species lhat may occur in the vicinity of the area identified, we are
providing (he enclosed list

Section 7ol the Mid.mgin.-tl Spcucs Atl of 1973 (Atl) , as amended ( I f i U SC 1531 r/.sii/),
requires 1-edcral agencies lo consult with us, the U S Msh and Wildl i fe Service, should il he
determined that their at lions may affect federally listed threatened or endangered species
Section 9 of the Act prohibits the "take" (c g., harm, harassment, pursuit, injury, kill) of federally
listed wildlife. "Harm" is further defined to include habitat modification or degradation where it
kills or injures wildlife by impairing essential behavioral patterns UK luding breeding, feeding, or
sheltering Take incidental to otherwise lawful activities tan be authori/ed under sections 7
(I-cdcral consultations) and 10 (habitat conservation plans) of the Act

If a proposed project is authorized, funded, or carried out by a l-'ederal agency and may affect a
listed species, then the I ederal agency must consult wi th us on behalf of the applicant, pursuant
to section 7 of the Act In other words, any activity on private land lhat requires I;ederal
involvement (such as the issuance of a section 404 permit under the Clean Water Acl by the U S
Army Corps of lEngmccis) and may affect listed species must be reviewed by us to ensure lhat
the continued existence of the species would not he jeopardi/cd During Ihc section 7 process,
measures to avoid and minimize project effects Lo listed species and their h.ihitat will he
identified and incorporated into a biological opinion that includes an incidental take .statement
lhat authon/es incidental take by the I-cdcral agency and applicant

TAKE PRIDE*)
ERICA



Brian Nettles (FWS-WRIV-52Q2.1) 2

If a proposed project docs not involve a Federal agency, but is likely to result in the take of a
listed a nun al species, then the landowner or project proponent should apply for an incidental take
permit, pursuant to section 10 of the Act When an application is made for an incidental take
permit, measures to avoid, mimmi/e, or mitigate for effects to listed species and their habitat will
be identified and incorporated into a habitat conservation plan. If the habitat conservation plan
and the application for the permit meet the issuance criteria, a permit authorizing incidental take
is issued

We do not have site-specific information for the project area. Therefore, we recommend that
project proponents seek assistance from a biologist familiar with the habitat conditions and
associated species in and around their project site to assess the actual potential for direct, indirect
and cumulative impacts likely to result from the proposed activity

We also recommend (hat you contact the California Department of Fish and Game for State-
listed and other sensitive species thai may occur in the area of the project State listed species arc
protected under the provisions ot the California Endangered Species Act Rare plant species that
may ocuir in the project area .lie included in the California Native Plant Society's (CMPS)
inventory of rjrc and endangered vascular plants in California Slale-hstud and CNPS species
require full consideration under the Call form.) F,nv iron mental Quality Act.

If you have any questions regarding this letter, please contact Kathleen Pol let I ol'this office at
(760) 431-9440, extension 357

Sincerely,

'cfl-<~*
Karen A (Joehel
Assistant field Supervisor



Brian Nettles (FWS-WRIV-5202.1)

Federally Endangered, Threatened, Proposed, and Candidate Species and Critical
Habitat that May Occur in the Vicinity of the Proposed BNSF Railway, Railway

Abandonment Project, City of Riverside, Riverside County, California
April 16,2007

Common Name

Plants

Mun/.'s onion

San Diego Ambrosia

thread-leaved brodiaea

slender-homed spincfluwcr

Santa Ana River woolly-

Scientific Name

Allium munzii

Amhrosia pumila

RrtH liaca Jihfvha

iJoilccahcma Ii:ptoccni\

KriListrum dcriMfalium s\p

Federal Status

endangered

endangered

thrcdtened

end angered

endanuercd

Critical Habitat
in Vicinity

none

N/A*

none

N/A

N/A
turum

Empidonax tnulln cv/nnus

Vtivo ht

star

Birds

southwestern willow
.flycatcher

least Bell's virco

Mammals

Stevens' kangaroo nil

Insects

Delhi Sands flower-loving Rhtiphiomidas termintttm

fly

endangered

cnd.ingcred

endangered

endangered

none

none

N/A

N/A

*N/A-NotAppheahle
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Freeborn & Peters LIP
April 10, ?007

California Dcpl. of I'jrks anil Recreation
1416 9th Slrcii
Sacramento, CA (>5XI4

311 SonibWackti Drive
Sum 1000
( hicigo, I DIMM

dD Ntllle

Miitcl 117361) 63U
lai3)?36Uf>y>6
hunks®
linhurnptlcn con

tbtafo

Re: The KNSF Railway Company Abandonment of Riverside, Calijornia

Dear Sir or Madam

HNS1- plans on filing with the Surface rnmsportation Board ("S'l B") a Notice of
l:\eniption seeking authority to abandon railroad hue between KS 0 -i 00 and I:S 26 t 35 in
Riverside. California

As part ol the environmental report HNS1 needs to know whether or not URIC are any
xvildlife s.inclnancs or refuges. National or Stiite parks or forests in the pioposcd project
impact area and il so. \\hat etlects would occur as a result of the abandonment

The proposed abandonment may include the rcmoxal of the rails and tics, meludmg any
bridges, structures and Crossings LtNSI* bids its salvage packages out to independent
contractors 'I he winning bidder will start work with the removal of the rails and metal
parts of the track structure Next the wooden ties are removed and separated into second
hand tics, landscape quality ties and scrap ties (which are disposed of at an appropriate
site) The bridges and crossings as xvcll as any other structures arc removed last Culverts
and the rail line embankment stay intact so as not to alter the prevailing water Hows along
the line Any budge pilings arc pulled out, cut off at giound level or broken oil at or
below the mud hue Steel bridges arc dismantled and removed If thcic are concrete
abutments or piers mxolvcd, they may be lefl intact. liNSI" salvage eontiaetors arc
required not to place tills or other material in water bodies, including inland waterways
Contractors arc also required to limit their activities to the width of the right of way When
the salvage process is complete, water flows in the area should not be disrupted.

Please provide this information by May 10, 2007. 'Iliank you for your coopeiation

For your reference I have enclosed a map ol the above referenced railroad line. If you
have any questions, or if you would like to discuss this matter further, please do not
hesitate to contact me at (312) 360-6336

J hank you in advance lor your cooperation.



Freeborn Cr Peters UP

('aliliinu.1 Dcpt of Parks and Rctrcatum
April 10,2007
Pac 2

Sincerely,

Brian Nctllcs

/bn



Freeborn Cr Peters UP
1", 2006

Calilbinia Dept. of Parks and Recreation
14 1 6 0th Street
Sacramento, CA 95814

Anornysitliw

311 South WukcrUnK
Suit 3000
('bingo, IDi&tns
60606-6677
Id 312 3606000

Bran Ncllla
Puskgi)
Item 312 360 6336
Hi 312 360 6596
bitllks®
CinborDpclnt com

Cbiago

SptuglkU

Re: The BNSI* Railway Company Abandonment of Riverside, California

Dear Sir or Madam

BNSF plans on filing with the Surface 'I ransportation Board ("STB") a Notice of
Exemption seeking authority to abandon railroad line between ES 0 + 00 and ES 26 + 35 in
Riverside, California.

As part of the environmental report HNSI: needs to know whether or not there are any
wildlife sanctuaries or refuges. National or Stale parks or forests in the proposed project
impact area and if so, what effects would occur as a result of the abandonment.

The proposed abandonment may include the removal ol the rails and ties, including any
bridges, structures and crossings. BNSK bids its salvage packages out to independent
contractors ! he winning bidder will start work with the removal oJ the rails and metal
parts of the track structure. Next the wooden ties arc removed and separated into second
hand ties, landscape quality ties and scrap ties (which arc disposed of at an appropriate
site). 'l*he bndgcs and crossings as well as any other structures are removed last Culverts
and the rail line embankment stay intact so as not to alter the prevailing water flows along
the line Any bridge pilings are pulled out, cut oil'at ground level or broken oil at or
below the mud line Steel bridges are dismantled ami removed 11 there are concrete
abutments or piers involved, they may be left intact BNSF salvage contractors are
required not to place tills or other material in water bodies, including inland waterways.
Contractors arc also required to limit their activities to the width of the right of way. When
the salvage process is complete, walerilows in the area should not be disrupted.

Please provide this information by January 19, 2007. 'Hiank you for your cooperation.

For your reference 1 have enclosed a map of the above referenced railroad line. If you
have any questions, or if you would like lo discuss this matter further, please do not
hesitate to contact me at (312) 360-0336.

'I"hank you in advance lor your cooperation.



FYeeborn Cr Peters IIP
California Dcpt. of Parks and Recreation
December 19,2006
Page 2

Sincerely,

Brian Nettle*!

/bn
hiKlosuru
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United States Department of the Interior

Bureau of Land Management
690 W GamelAve.PO Box 581260
North Palm Springs. CA 922<X-1260

Phone (760) 251-4S04 Fax (760) 251-4899
hup \\ a \\ Mm gm ...i julimpnnti>

July 20, 2007

In Reply Refer To
2000 (P)
(CA-660 67)

Trcchom & Pclcrs. LLP
Ann Michael A. Smith
311 South WackerDme
Suite 3000
Chicago, Illinois 60606-6677

Subject. The BNSF Railway Company Abandonment of Riverside, California

Mr Smith:

'Ihc Bureau of Land Management (BKM) has received your Environmental and
Historic Reports relating to the proposed BNSF Railway Abandonment, as well as
your letter requesting that BLM review the information in these reports.

From the maps you have provided, it is our understanding that BNSF proposes to
abandon a spur line located in Section 9, T 3 S., R. 5 W., SBBM After checking our
official records, which consist of our Master Title Plats, Historical Indices, and
Legacy Rcho&t 2000 (LR 2000) database, \\e have confirmed that Section 9 was
conveyed out of federal ownership on 7/15/1870, as part of Cash Entry Patent No
2234 The Railroad spur was initially built in 1896-1898 (seepage 2 of the Historical
Report). Additionally, LR 2000 has no case files for Section 9. Therefore, the BLM
has concluded that there is no federal land or interest in land in Section 9 and that the
proposed action will have no effect on the BLM

Enclosed is a copy of the Master Title Plat for T. 3 S.. R. 5 W , SBBM. including
Section 9, and a copy of the Historical Index for this township. If you have additional
questions concerning this matter, please contact Allison Shaffer, Realty Specialist at
(760)251-4804
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December 19,2006
Freeborn Cr Peters Li.r

lllSoglbWadurDnvt
>oiu3000
rtlUgO. JBlMB

>0606-6677
Tel 312 360 6000

Biian Ncllks
Parikpl
[HiKi 312 J60 6336
hii 312 360 6596

betboripcltn com

Michael Roth
Ciililomia Regional Water Quality Control
Board
3737 Main Street, Suite 500
Riverside, CA 92501 -3348

Re: The KNSF Railway Company Abandonment oj Riverside* California

Dear Mr. Rtilh

BNSF plans on filing with the Surface 'transportation Board ("STB") a Notice of
Exemption seeking authority to abandon railroad line between HS 0 -t 00 and RS 26 + 35 in
Riverside, California

As part of the environmental report, BNSF needs to know whether ur not this action will
be consistent with Federal, State or local water quality standards Also, please state
whether or not Section 402 and/or National Pollutant Discharge Uhmination System
("NPIJliS") arc required as a result of the proposed abandonment

The proposed abandonment may include the removal of the rails and ties, including any
bridges, structures and crossings BNSF bids its salvage packages out to independent
contractors The winning bidder will start work with the removal of the rails and metal
parts of the (rack structure Next the wooden lies are removed and separated into second
hand lies, landscape quality lies and scrap ties (which are disposed of at an appropriate
site) 'I he bridges and crossings as well as any other structures are removed last Culverts
and the rail line embankment stay intact so as not to alter the prevailing watcrflows along
the line. Any bridge pilings arc pulled out, cut off at ground level or broken oil at or
below the mud line Steel bridges arc dismantled and removed. If there are concrete
abutments or piers involved, they may be led intact. BNSF salvage contractors arc
required not to place fills or other material in water bodies, including inland waterways.
Contractors arc also required to limit their activities to the width of the right of way. When
the salvage process is complete, waterilows in the area should not be disrupted.

For your reference 1 have enclosed a map of the above referenced railroad line. Please
provide this information by January 19, 2007 If you have any questions, or if you would
like to discuss this matter further, please do not hesitate to contact me at (312) 360-6336.

fhank you in advance tor your cooperation



Michael Roth
December 19, 2006
Page 2

Sincerely,

lirian Nettles

Am
Enclosure

Freeborn & Peters UP
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
LOS ANGELES DISTRICT. CORPS OF ENGINEERS

PO BOX 532711

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90053-2325

RFPIYIO

AlirNTIONOr

Office of the Chief
Regulatory Division

April 3. 2(H)7

Brian Nettles
Frecborn & Peters LL.P
311 South Wacker Drive
Chicago, Illinois 6U606-6627

Dear Mr. Nettli-s-

Keference is made In \our letter (No SPIXm'-^y-HW), dated lA-cember iy, 2()I)n. fnr.i
Jurisdntional determination along BNSF railroad line I'-S I) +(N) .md !.£> 2h + 35 in the cilj ul
Riverside, Riverside Counly, California (as shown on enclosed map)

Bdsed on Ihe information furnished in your letter, WL- havi* di'termineJ that your
proposed projixt ik>i:s not discharge dredged or fill nutem! into .1 water of the United States or
an adjacent wothind. T hereforo, Iht1 projwl is not subject to our jurisdiction under Suction 404
of tho Cloan VV.iter Act and a Section 4()4 permit is not required from our office

I-urllu'rinore, you are hiwhy advised that the C orps of Lnj'.meers has established .in
Administrative Appeal Process for jurisdiction^] duUTmin.idons whuh is fully described at ^
CFK P.irt 331 The AJministrahvo Appeal Process fur |iiiisdictional determinations is
diagrammed on the uniiosed Appendix C If \<>u dei ulc not to auept this approval
junsdulional delennin.ition and wish to pro\ ide nfv\ uilorin.itinn, ple.isp seiul the information
U^ this office If you do not supply additional information you may appeal this approved
junsdictional determination by completing the atl.iched "Notification of Administrative Appeal
Options and Pnxess and Request for Appeal" form and submitting it directly to the Appeal
Review Officer .it the* address provided on the form

Please be aware that utir determination docs not preclude the need to comply with
Section 1 32oO of the California Water Code (Porter/Cologne) and we recommend that you
lontai t the California Regional Water Quality Control Hoard to insure compliance with the
above regulations Furthermore, our determination does not obviate the need to obtain other
Federal, state, or local aulhon/alions required by law

If you have any questions, please contact Forrest Vanderbilt at 213-152-3289

Daniel P Swenson
Senior Project Manager
*x>uth Coast 15 ram h
Regulatory Division
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Applicant: Brian Nettles, Frccbom& Peters LIIP | Filie Number. SPL-2007 339 KBV
Attached is:

INITIAL PROFFERED PERMI'I (Standard Permit in i etter o
PROFI-bRED PERMIT (Standard Pemnl or I .elU.-rol permission)
PERMIT DENIAL
APPROVED JURISDIOIONAL DE I'bRMlNATlON
PRELIMINARY JURISDICHONAL DETERMINATION

Date- April 3, 2007
See Section below

A

C
D

A: INITIAL PROFFERED PbKMIT. Yon may accept or object lu the pcmui

ACChPT If you received a Standard Permit, vou may sign ihe permit douinieni and return it to the district engineer for final
authonzation If you received a Letter of Permission (I OP), you nuy accept (lie I OP and your woik is authon/ecl Your
signature on the Standard Permil or acceptance of ihe LOP menus thai you .ia ept the pennit in ils entirety, and waive all rights
to appeal the permit, unhiding us teims and conditions, and approved junsd it lion.il ditciiiunalioiis associated wi th Ihe JKTNUI

OlUfCI If >ou ohji-kt ID the pen nit (Standard or LOP) he-cause nf i i-nnin teims and conditions iheiein, von may ILI]UC.SI that
ihe permit he modified accordingly You must complete Section li nf this Imin and ret inn the torm ID ihe disiiut engineer
Your object ions must he received by the dismct engineer wi ih in 60 days id llie dale nf this notice, or >uii will furu.il your nghi
to appeal the peimil in the future I'pun icieipt o( your letter, the clistiiU ciiginvi r \ \ i l l eiahiate yniir ohji'dKni1. and may (a)
modify Ihe permit to address all of yuiir conciins, (hi moddy the pi unit (o .nldrtss some ol ymn ohjti lions, 01 (L) not modif)
ihe permit having determined that the permit should he issuid as previously \MIUUI Alter e\nhi.itui^ your nhjecnons the

engineer will send you a prof lei cd pennil fur your re< onsider.it ion. as indicated in Section H helow

PROFFERED PF.RMI I. You may accept 01 appeal the permit

ACCEPT If you receded a Standard Permit, you may sign MIL permit document and return il to the distnct engineer for Una I
tuUhoiixatinn If \oii recei\ed a Lcttei of Perimssion (11 )P), >nu may accept the I OP and yum \\oik is aulhon/eil Yuiir
signnture on the Standard Perm 11 or acct plaice uf (lie l.( >P IIK..IIIS thai von at i epi MIL permit in its eiilneiy. and \ \ai\e all rijjhis
to appeal the permit. inL.linlm^ its terms ami Londiiinns and approved innsdit lnm.il dcleriiiin.itiniis assiKiated with the pennit

AI'PHAL. If yon choose in dei.line the pioffertd permit (Sl.uiil.ird 01 I (ip) hecausi of ceil.nn terms and i onditions iheiein, ytm
may appeal the declined permit under the ( orpsol f ngimcrs Administrate t Appeal ProLess by completing' Section II of tins
form and sending the form to (he division Liigmeei I his torm must IK. rnci\ed hy MIL diMsn.ni enginci.! within (id days of the
dale of this notice

C PERMIT DENIAL You may appeal (he denial ol a permit under Hie ( orps of Engineers Admimstrahve Appeal Process
hy completing Section II of this form and sending the form to the division engineer This form must be recci\ed hy the diMSum
engineer within 60 Jays of the dale ol this notice

D APPROVED JURISOICTIONAL DETCKMINAI ION
information

\on may accept or appeal the approved JI) orpro\ide new

• ACCTI'T You do not need to notify Ihe (.oips to accept an approved JI) Pa i Inn. lo notify the Corps within 60 days of the
dale of this notice, means thai you accept the appioved JO in its cniirely, and naive al! nghls lu appeal Ihe approved JD

• APPEAL If you disagree with the approved JD, yon may appeal Ihe approved JP under the Corps ul Engineers Administrative
Appeal Process by completing Section II of this lorrn and sending Ihe form to the division engineer This form must be received
hy the division engineer within f>0 days of the dale uf this nolue

F PRELIMINARY JI IRISDICT1ONAL DETERMINA I ION You do nol need to icspond U. lhe( oips regarding the
preliminary JI) I*hc Preliminary JI> is not appealable II you wish, you inay request an approved JI) (which may K appealed), by
ronlatlmg (he Corps distiRl for furihei instnu lion Mso yon mav provuk new infoiinalion fm furlhri ronsideialion by the Corps lo
Devaluate the JI)



REASONS FOR APPEAL OR OBJECTIONS (Describe your reasons fur appealing the decision or your objections to an
initial proffered permit in clear concise statements You may attach additional information to (his fonn to clarify where your reasons
or objections are addressed in the adniinisliative record )

ADDIIIONAL INFORMATION The appeal is limited to a review of the administrative ret-ord, the Corps memorandum for the
record of the appeal conlcrem i1 or meeting, ami any supplemental in for niation that the rev lew offkei has determined is needed to
claut> the jdininiMr.il i IT recoid Neither the .ippcll.nit nor the lYups may .idd new information or anahses to (he ii-cord However,
you may provide addilion.il inhmnalion li> clanly the location ul infoiin.nioii thjt is alic.HJy in tin, .idmini!.ir.iti\e rccoid

If you have questions
yon may coniaci

this <kt-ision aml/nr the Jppoul

DISTRICT LNGINLLK
Los Angeles District, Corps of I-Jigmcers
ATIT4 Chief, Regulatory Branch
I»O Box 5327 1 1
Los Angeles. CA 90053-232.S

Tel. (213)452-3425 FAX(2M) 452-4l9ft

II you only ha\e quustinns regarding the appeal process you may
also

Douglas K PoiiKTioy, Appeal Re\ icw Olfkci
U S Anny Corps of Fnguwcis. rhSFL>-l. I -f O
3 M Market Street
San hrdnciKO, CA 94015-2195

Tel (415)977-8035 t AX (415)977-8047

KIGH'I OF ENTRY Your signature below grants the right ol entry to (. orps of Engineers personnel, and any government
consultants, to conduct in\ estimations of the project site during (he course of the appeal process You will be provide*] a 15 day
notice of any site investigation, and mil have the opportunity to participate in all site investigations

Datc-

Signaturc ofiippcllanl or agent.

Telephone number-



-3-

Administrative Appeal Process for
Approved Jurisdictional Determinations

Diftlricl issues approved
Junsdirtional Detorminaton (JD)
in applicant/landowner wth NAP

Approved JD valid
for 5 years

District nukes new
approved JD

Does applicant/landowner
accept approved JD7

Applicant/tan downer
provides new information?

To continue with appeal
process appellant must

revise HP A
See Appendix D

Division engineer or designee
remands decision to district
with specific instructions lor
reconsideration appeal
process completed

Applicant decides to appeal approver! ID
Applicant submits RFA to division engineer
within 60 days of date of NAP

Corps reviews RFA and notifies
appelant within 30 days of receipt

Optional JD Appeals Meeting nnri/or
site investigation

RO reviews record and the division engineer
(or designee) renders a decision on the merits
of the appeal witnm 90 days of receipt of an
acceptable RFA

Does (he appeal have merit?

^—
No

Yes

Appendix C

District's decision is upheld
appeal process completed
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December 19, 2006

Riverside Public Works Department
3900 Main Street
Riverside. CA 92522

Freeborn & Peters I.I.F

\ttor Btjs*tL*w

III SiMlk Wicker Dnn
inie300D

•06066677
Id 312 360 6000

Pntkgil
Quccl 312 360 6336
FBI 312 JM 6596
ntllks@
Ttcbornpcicis COD

Re: The BNSF Railway Company Abandonment of Riverside, California

Dear Sir or Madam.

BNSF plans on filing with the Surface Transportation Board ("S'lB") a Notice of
Hxemption seeking authonty to abandon railroad line between ES 0 I 00 and ES 26 + 35 in
Riverside, California

As part of the environmental report BNSF needs to know if the proposed abandonment will
affect any 100-year floodplams. If so, please furnish 8 & % by 11 black and white maps in
the area ol each designated floodplain if they arc available

ITic proposed abandonment may include the removal oi the rails and ties, including any
bridges, stmctures and crossings. BNSF bids its salvage packages out to independent
contractors. The winning bidder will start work with the removal of the rails and metal
parts of the track structure. Next the wooden ties are removed and separated into second
hand ties, landscape quality tics and scrap ties (which are disposed of at an appropriate
site) The bridges and crossings as well as any other structures arc removed last Culverts
.ind the rail line embankment stay intact so as not lo alter the prevailing water Hows along
the line. Any bridge pilings arc pulled out, cut offal ground level or broken offal or below
the mud line. Steel bridges are dismantled and removed. If there arc concrete abutments or
piers involved, they may be left intact BNSF salvage contractors are required not to place
fills or other material in water bodies, including inland waterways. Contractors are also
required to limit their activities to the width of the right of way When the salvage process
is complete, waterilows in the area should not be disrupted.

For your reference I have enclosed a map of the above referenced railroad line. Please
provide this information by January 19, 2007. If you have any questions, or if you would
like to discuss this matter further, please do not hesitate to contact me at (312) 360-6336.

Thank you in advance for your cooperation.



Freeborn & Peters UP
Riverside Public Works Department
December 19, 2006
Page 2

Sincerely,

Brian Nettles
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Re: 'I he RNSF Railway Company Abandonment of Riverside, California

Dear Sir or Madam

BNSI-" plans on filing with the Surface 'transportation Board ("SfB") a Notice of
Exemption seeking authority to abandon railroad line between liS 0 + 00 and RS 26 + 35 in
Riverside, Cahloniia

As part ol the environmental report BNSI- needs to know if the proposed abandonment
will alk-ct any 100-ycjr iloodphtms If so. please furnish X £ '*? by 11 black and while
maps in the area of each designated flood pi inn if they are available

'flic proposed abandonment may include the removal of the rails and ties, including any
bridges, structmes and crossings BNSI7 bids its salvage packages out to independent
contractors I he winning bidder will start work with the removal of the rails and metal
parts of the truck structure Next the wooden tics arc removed and separated into second
hand ties, landscape quality tics and scrap lies (which are disposed of at an appropriate
site) The bridges and crossings as well us any other structures are removed last. Culverts
and the rail line embankment stay intact so as not to alter the prevailing water Hows along
the line Any bridge pilings are pulled out, nit off at ground level or broken off at or
below the mud line. Steel budges ate dismantled and removal If there are concrete
abutments or piers involved, they may bo left intact. BNSI1 salvage contractors are
required not to place fills or other material in water bodies, including inland waterways.
Contractors are also required to limit their activities to the width of the right of way. When
the salvage process is complete, water flows m the area should not be disrupted

For your reference I have enclosed a map of the above referenced railroad line. Please
provide this information by May 10, 2007. If you have any questions, or if you would like
to discuss this mutter further, please do not hesitate to contact me at (312) 360-6336.

Thank you m advance for your cooperation



Freeborn & Peters LLP

Riverside Public Works Department
April 10,2007
I'ape 2

Sincerely,

Brian Nellies

/bn



K



PyfaceEASTERN INFORMATION CENTER
CALIFORNIA HISTORICAL RESOURCES INFORMATION SYSTEM

Department of Anthropology, University of California, Riverside, CA 92521-0418
(951) 827-5745 - Fax (951) 827-5409 - eickw@ucr edu

Inyo. Mono, and Riverside Counties

April 12, 2007
RS #3925

Brian Nettles
Freeborn and Peters LLP
311 South Wacker Drive, Suite 3000
Chicago, IL 60606-6677

Re: Cultural Resource Records Search for The BNSF Railway Company
Abandonment of Riverside, California

Dear Mr. Nettles:

We received your request on March 12, 2007 (and payment on April 11, 2007) for a
cultural resource records search for the BNSF Railway Company Abandonment of
Riverside, California project, located in Section 9, T.3S, R.5W, SBBM, in the city of
Riverside in Riverside County. We have reviewed our maps, records, and reports
against the project area defined on the map you provided.

Our records indicate that two cultural resources studies involved a portion of the
project area, however, no cultural resources properties are recorded within the
boundaries of the project area.

Additional sources of information consulted are identified below.

National Register of Historic Places: no listed properties are located
within the boundaries of the project area.

Office of Historic Preservation, Archaeological Determinations of
Eligibility: no listed sites are located within the boundaries of the
project area.

Office of Historic Preservation, Directory of Properties in the Historic
Property Data File: no listed properties are located within the
boundaries of the project area.



Brian Nettles
April 12, 2007
Page 2

Note: not all properties in the California Historical Resources
Information System are listed in the OHP ADOE and HPD; the ADOE
and HPD comprise lists of properties submitted to the OHP for review.

The 1942 USGS Riverside 15' and the 1901 USGS Elsinore 30'
topographic maps do not indicate the presence of possible historical
structures or features within the boundaries of the project area.

Based on the information reviewed, cultural resources may be present within the
boundaries of the project area and further study is recommended. The project area
should be surveyed systematically by a qualified archaeologist to identify all cultural
resources and provide recommendations regarding their significance and management
prior to any development of the property. Enclosed is a list of cultural resources
consultants.

Sincerely,

Janis Calleja
Information Officer

Enclosure


